
 

 

Personal/ Small Group Sermon Study 
 

PRAVDA 
Week of April 26, 2020 A.D. 

 
Doctrine is defined as “a set of ideas or beliefs that are taught or believed to be true”.  How important 
is doctrine?  Does God give to us “ideas or beliefs” to guide what we think, do, and say?  Can a 
person know and follow Christ without acknowledging that those ideas and beliefs are absolutely and 
always true?  Let’s talk about that in this week’s study. 
 
Read 2 Timothy 4:1 – 5  
 
Note:  Paul wrote 2 Timothy while he was in prison in Rome.  This is the last portion of scripture that 
was written by Paul before his execution in 67 A.D. 
 
1.  See verse 1.  How were God and Jesus present with Paul when Paul wrote this verse?  Have you 

ever been in the presence of Jesus?  If so, when, how, and for how long?  Did Jesus speak to you 
then?  What did Jesus say?  What was (or is) your thought pattern and your behavior while you 
are in the presence of Jesus?  Why?  Did (and does) Jesus approve of your behavior (a) then 
and/or (b) now?  Please explain your answers.   

 
2.  Does the Bible express any “doctrine” regarding the presence of Christ in the life, thoughts, and 

behavior of a Christian?  If so, what is that doctrine?  From where did you learn that doctrine?  Do 
you believe it to be true always and in every detail?  If not, why not?  If so, how does that doctrine 
affect your daily life?  Please explain your answers.   

 
3.  Read verse 1 again.  Do you believe that Jesus “will judge the living and the dead”?  If not, why 

not?  If so, how does your belief in your personal one-on-one judgment before Christ affect the 
details and behavior of your daily thoughts and actions?  Please explain the reasons for your 
answers. 

 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:6 – 10  
 
4.  What “doctrinal” statements are expressed in these verses?  Do you believe those doctrinal 

statements to be absolutely true?  If not, why not?  If so, (a) why and (b) how is your belief in the 
truth of each of those doctrinal statements evident in your daily conversations and behavior?   

 
Read 2 Timothy 4:1 
 
5.  Do you believe that Jesus will “appear” (a) in the clouds? (b) physically on earth to defeat Satan? 

and (c) physically on earth to reign as king of the world?  If not, why not?  If so, how does each 
such “doctrinal” belief affect, control, and/or dominate the decisions and actions of your life (a) 
daily and (b) long-term?   Please explain your answers. 

 
Read 2 Timothy 4:3 
 
6.  To what particular group of “men” and to what particular “doctrine” is Paul referring?  Do the 

statements in this verse apply to the current time in which we are living?  Please explain in detail 
the reasons and/or evidence to support your answer. 



 

 
 

 
Read 2 Timothy 4:4 
 
7.  In your opinion, which of these statements is the better definition of truth: (a) “that which is in 

accordance with fact or reality” or (b) “a fact or belief that is accepted as true”?  Please explain the 
difference between the definitions and the reasons why one of them is the better definition. 

 
 
8.  Is there any “truth” which is not “absolute truth”?  If so, how and why?  If not, (a) does the 

American culture believe in absolute truth? and (b) does the American church believe in absolute 
truth?  Please explain the reasons for your answers. 

 
 
Read John 8:31 - 32 
 
9.  Does Jesus expect every “church member” to (a) hold to His teaching?  and (b) be and/or become 

one of His disciples?  What is the “truth” which will “set a person free”?  What is the bondage 
and/or restriction from which the followers of Jesus are “set free”?  Are the Christians in America 
currently living in the complete freedom of Christ?  Please explain the reasons for your answers. 

 
Read 2 Timothy 4:6 – 8  
 
10.  Read 2 Timothy 4:6.  Paul states that he is “being poured out like a drink offering.”  Now, read 

Romans 12:1 – 2.  Is it God’s desire and intention that every Christian is to live his or her life as an 
“offering” to God?  If not, why not? If so, how well is the American church adhering to the 
“doctrine” which is taught in these verses?  Who benefits (and how) when Christians adhere to the 
doctrine which is stated in these verses?  Who suffers (and) how when Christians do not adhere 
to the doctrine which is stated in these verses? 

 
 
Read 2 Timothy 4:7 
 
11.  Please read this verse as if it were written and spoken by you.  Please state in detail how (a) you 

are fighting the good fight, (b) you are running the race, and (c) you are keeping the faith.  Please 
meditate on what Jesus is saying to you in response to each of your statements. 

 
Read 2 Timothy 4:8 
 
12.  How important is it for every Christian to “long for the appearing” (i.e. the second coming) of 

Christ?  What on earth (a) is more valuable to you (and will last longer) than “the crown of 
righteousness”? and (b) is more important to you than your love for and obedience to Christ?  
Please explain your answers. 

 
 
Consider:  We are living in a time when people do “not believe in absolute truth”. It is our solemn 
duty to explain to our Christian friends that “Jesus was born to testify to the truth and that everyone 
on the side of truth listens to Jesus”. (See John 18:37) The pursuit of truth is not optional for the 
Christian.  Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life”.  When we neglect our duty to seek and obey the 
truth, we fall into the bondage of Satan and the world system. “You think about that.”  Amen. 


