
 
 

Personal / Small Group Sermon Study 
 

Nothing – Absolutely Nothing – Compares to the 
Greatness of Knowing Christ 

Week of July 12, 2020 A.D. 
 

 
When you get right down to it, nothing really matters except our one-on-one, minute-by-
minute, relationship with Jesus.  Let’s talk about that in this lesson. 

 
Read Philippians 3:1 – 11     
 
1.  Refer to verse 1.  Explain and describe what it means to “rejoice in the Lord”.  Why 

does Paul command us to “rejoice in the Lord”?  State (a) how you personally 
“rejoice in the Lord”, (b) how often you do so,  (c) why you do so, and (d) the 
benefits, if any, which you receive from rejoicing in the Lord?  Do you intend to 
increase how often you” rejoice in the Lord”? Please explain why or why not. 

 
 
 
2.  Refer to verses 2 – 3. What is circumcision?  How and why did the Jews practice 

circumcision?  Why does Paul speak so harshly (again, read verse 2) about his 
fellow Jews who claim to believe in Christ and who state that circumcision is 
required of anyone who wants to please God? Please explain the reasons for your 
answers. 

 
 
 
3.  Read in verses 8-9. What are the requirements for receiving eternal life and for going 

to heaven after you die?  In verse 3, Paul uses the word “we” to refer to people who 
have received eternal life through faith in Christ.  What does Paul mean by (a) 
“worship by the Spirit of God”? (b) “glory in Christ Jesus”? and (c) “put no confidence 
in the flesh”?  Please state how (a), (b), and (c) of the previous sentence are evident 
in your daily life. 

 
 
 
4.  Refer to verses 3 – 7.  Did Paul have “confidence in the flesh” before Paul became a 

follower of Christ?  If so, why and how?  Did Paul have “confidence in the flesh” after 
Paul became a follower of Christ?  If not, why not?  Please explain. 

 
 
 
5.  If Paul experienced a change in his life, what (if anything) did that life change cost 

Paul?  Is there always a “cost” to becoming a Christian?  If so, what has your faith in 
Christ cost you?  Please explain your answers. 

 
 



 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 11:16 – 23  
 
6.  What does it mean to “boast”? According to verse 17, did Jesus ever boast? Is it 

acceptable behavior for a follower of Christ to “boast”? In these verses, (a) does 
Paul boast? and (b) if so, is Paul’s boasting “acceptable behavior”?  Please explain 
the reasons for your answers. 

 
 
7.  Refer to verses 18 – 20 and also verse 13.  Are there “Bible teachers” who “exploit 

and take advantage” of Christians today?  If so, (a) how does it happen, (b) why 
does it happen, and (c) what does it take to protect the church from such exploitation 
and/or mistreatment?  Please explain your answers. 

 
Read 2 Corinthians 11:23 – 33  
 
8.  Have you suffered hardship for the sake of Christ?  If so, how? when? why?  and 

with what results and consequences? If you have not suffered hardship for the sake 
of Christ, (a) are you willing to do so? and (b) how can you be sure that you are 
willing to do so?  

 
 
9.  Do you think that there will be a time when Christians in America will suffer 

persecution? If so, why?  If not, why not?  If so, how do you think that (a) the 
American Christians – in general – will respond to persecution and (b) you 
personally will respond to persecution?  Please explain the reasons for your 
answers. 

 
Read Philippians 3:7 – 9   
 

10.  Please state how you generally/routinely spend your time (a) Monday through 
Friday, (b) Saturday, and (c) Sunday. Why?  

 
 
11.  Is knowing, loving, enjoying, and serving Jesus the highest priority in your life?  If 

not, why not? And, if not, then what is your highest priority and why?  Do you have 
any desire to make your relationship with Jesus the highest priority in your life? If so, 
please explain how you intend to do so. 

 
 
 
12.  Please analyze, critique, and discuss this statement: “I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

 
 
 
Consider: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Phil. 1:21 That statement 
defines the life to which you and I have been called as followers of Christ. You think 
about that.  Amen. 


