
Personal/ Small Group Sermon Study 
 

God Does Not Grade On A Curve 
(Salvation is Strictly Pass/Fail) 

Week of January 2, 2022 A.D. 
 
(Note:  For every question which appears in this study, always give the reasoning 
and/or the explanation for each of your answers.) 
 
Read 2 Peter 1:16-18 
 
1.  Did the first century church have access to the written documents which we now call 

“the New Testament”? Are there any “books” of the New Testament which were not 
written either by a person who was taught by Jesus or by a person who interviewed 
one or more of the men who were taught by Jesus? Why are the answers to these 
questions important to every person who acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord?  

 
 
 
Read 2 Peter 1:19-21  
 
2.  What is prophecy? What is scripture? What is the meaning of verse 21? Is it 

essential for a person who claims to be “born again” to believe that all of the Bible is 
the word of God and that the Bible is free of any errors and/or contradictions?  

 
 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 
3.  In verses 14-15, do the words “holy Scriptures” refer to (a) the Old Testament, (b) 

the New Testament, or (c) both? How can the Old Testament make Timothy (and/or 
you) “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”?  

 
 
 
4.  Please explain the meaning of verses 16-17.   
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 11:1-2, 5-6  
 
5.  Are all Christians required to have faith in Christ? What is “saving faith”? Please 

explain if (and why) salvation must include: (a) a belief in the existence of God, (b) a 
desire to please God, and (c) a belief that God rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him?  

 
 
 



6.  Please analyze, critique, and discuss the key phrases which comprise the following 
statement: “Faith is believing the Word of God and acting upon it no matter how I 
feel because God promises a good result.”  

 
 
 
Read 1 John 4:1-3 
 

 7.  Did the people to whom John was writing have access to the writings of the New 
Testament? What or who are “the spirits” mentioned inverse 1? Does every spoken 
word and/or every thought of every person always have its origin from a spirit?  

 
 
 

 8.  Please analyze, critique, and discuss this statement: “It is impossible for a Christian 
to “test the spirits” if that Christian has little or no knowledge and/or understanding of 
the New Testament writings.” 

 
 
 

 9.  Please analyze, critique, and discuss this statement: “Every living person has either 
the Spirit of God or the spirit of the antichrist. There is no third option.”  

 
 
 

10.  Please analyze, critique, and discuss this statement: “A person can acknowledge 
“that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh”; and, that person can still be an unsaved 
person who goes to hell.”  

 
 
 
Read 1 John 4:4  
 
11.  Do the words “the one who is in you” make reference to (a) God the Father, (b) God 

the Son, and/or (c) God the Holy Spirit? Are you personally “from God”? Please 
explain and/or describe how you have overcome those who have “the spirit of the 
antichrist”?  

 
 
 
Read 1 John 4:5-6 
 
12.  Can a person be a redeemed citizen of heaven (i.e. a follower of Christ) and, at the 

same time, listen to the world instead of listening to those who know God? If not, 
why not? If so, what are the real-life consequences for that person? 

 
 
 
Consider: “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do 

you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you – unless, of course, you fail the 
test?” 2 Corinthians 13:5  


