
Personal/Small Group Sermon Study 
Week of November 27, 2022 A.D. 

 
To Us a Child Is Born 

 
 

Darkness and light.  They are polar opposites.  And, they are words which are used to identify 
two competing kingdoms.  We live in a physical realm which is temporarily dominated by the 
kingdom of darkness.  Yet, ultimately, the kingdom of darkness will be destroyed by the 
kingdom of light.  So, let us look at some Bible verses which discuss a few of the implications 
which this kingdom reversal (which is now in progress) has for us and our lives. 
 
(Note:  For every question which appears in this study, always give the reasoning and/or the 
explanation for each of your answers.) 

 
Read Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
1. From what you know about the Christmas story, how did God honor Galilee of the 

Gentiles as mentioned in verse 1?  What does God promise in the first sentence of verse 
1?  Has that promise been fulfilled (either partially or in full) for the people of Israel?  Has 
that promise been fulfilled (either partially or in full) for any portion of mankind?    

 
 
 
Read Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
2. Who is the “servant” mentioned in these verses?  Are these verses a message of hope 

and encouragement?  To whom are these verses addressed?  Reading these verses one 
at a time, how and when has (or will) the prophecy of each of these verses been (or be) 
fulfilled? 

 
 
 
Read Isaiah 9:2,3 
 
3. What does it mean to live “in the land of the shadow of death”?  Are these verses 

intended to offer a sense of hope?  If so, (a) to whom is that hope offered, (b) what is the 
nature of that hope, and (c) has that hope been fulfilled? 

 
 
 
Read Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 9:6 
 
4. What is the connection between these two verses?  Which events mentioned in these two 

verses have (a) already been fulfilled and/or (b) not yet been fulfilled? 
 
 



5. According to the footnote to Isaiah 7:14, what is the meaning of the word “Immanuel”?  
Please explain how this prophecy (a) has been fulfilled by Jesus and (b) will be fulfilled by 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 
  
6. The birth of Jesus occurred almost 700 years after the prophesy of Isaiah 7:14.  Did 

(and/or does) the world accept and/or acknowledge Jesus to be “God with us”? 
 
 
 
Read John 14:15-21 
 
7. Please explain how these verses enable us to understand and to know why Jesus is called 

Immanuel.   
 
 
 
8. Please analyze, critique, and discuss this statement: “Even though a Christian may 

experience times of loneliness; because of Christmas, every Christian is never alone.”   
 
 
 
Read Isaiah 9:6,7 
 
9. Please identify the portions of this prophecy which have been fulfilled.  Also, explain 

when they were fulfilled and how they were fulfilled. 
 
 
 
10. Please explain when and how the balance of this prophecy will be fulfilled. 

 
Read 1 John 4:13-21 
 
11. Based on these verses, should a follower of Christ ever experience fear? 
 
 
 
12. Is there anything which the church can and/or should be doing to reduce the level of fear 

among our immediate families?  …our church fellowship?  …our communities?   
 
 
 

Consider:  As human beings, there may be times when we are lonely.  Yet, because of 
Immanuel – God is always with us and - we are never alone.  Therefore, we can  
(and should) live each day with a sense of courage and victory.  When we train 
ourselves to rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, we are 
better equipped to live without any fear.  “You think about that.”  Amen. 


