
Personal/Small Group Sermon Study 
Week of December 11, 2022 A.D. 

 

Shine, Jesus, Shine 
The Light Always Overcomes the Darkness 

 
 

Darkness and light.  They are polar opposites.  And, they are words which are used to identify two 
competing kingdoms.  We live in a physical realm which, in many respects, appears to be 
dominated by the kingdom of darkness.  Yet, because of the finished work of Christ on the Cross, 
the kingdom of darkness has already been defeated.   
 
(Note:  For every question which appears in this study, always give the reasoning and/or the 
explanation for each of your answers.) 

 
Read Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
1. Based on the historical accounts of the birth of Jesus the Christ, how did God honor Galilee 

of the Gentiles as mentioned in verse 1? 
 
 
2. What does God promise in the first sentence of verse 1?  Has that promise been fulfilled for 

the people of Israel?  Has that promise been fulfilled for all and/or any portion of mankind?    
 
 
Read Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
3. Who is the “servant” mentioned in these verses?  Please identify all of the prophetic events 

which are mentioned in these verses.  How and when have any of those prophecies been 
fulfilled?  When and how will the yet unfulfilled prophecies be fulfilled? 

 
 
4. What is the meaning of verses 3-4?   

 
 
Read Isaiah 9:2-5 
 
5. What does it mean to live “in the land of the shadow of death”?  Do these verses offer any 

hope to the Jewish people?  What is the nature of that hope?  When will that hope reach its 
fulfillment and how? 

 
 
Read Psalm 23:1-6 
 
6. What do these verses reveal about the nature of God?  Please analyze and discuss if and/or 

how these verses apply to (a) you, (b) all Christians, and (c) all of mankind. 
 
 



 
Read Isaiah 7:14 
 
7. Please explain (a) the connection between this verse and Isaiah 9:6, (b) if and/or how the 

prophecies found in Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 9:6 have (or have not) been fulfilled, and (c) the 
meaning of the word “Immanuel” and its significance to the past, present, and future of 
mankind. 

 
 
 
Read John 14:15-21 
 
8. Based on these verses, what role does Immanuel play in (a) your life, (b) the life of the church, 

and (c) current and future events in the world? 
 
 
 
Read Isaiah 9:6,7 
 
9. How has this prophecy been fulfilled already?  How is this prophecy being fulfilled currently?  

How has this prophecy yet to be fulfilled?  Will this prophecy be fulfilled?  If so, what must 
happen first? 

 
 
 
Read 1 John 4:13-21 
 
10. Based on these verses, should a follower of Christ live in fear? 
 
 
 
11. How does a person live without fear? 
 
 
 
12. Is there anything which the church can do to reduce the level of fear among (a) our families?  

(b) our church fellowship?  (c) our communities?  If so, what? how? and when? 
 
 
 

Consider:  As human beings, there may be times when we are lonely and afraid.  Yet, because 
of our faith in Jesus/Immanuel, God is always with us.  The Holy Spirit of God lives 
within every believer.  Therefore, we are never truly alone.  Because God is always 
with us, we can and should live each day with courage and with the quiet confidence 
that “we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  See Rom 8:37-39.  
“You think about that.  Then do it.”  Amen. 


